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For years, Dr. Elisabeth Bik has contributed immensely to scientific research through her much 

needed and difficult work on detecting errors in published scientific communications. She has 

detected and reported over 4000 image duplications and manipulations, data concerns, 

plagiarism cases, and human and animal ethics breaches through comments on the post-

publication review platform PubPeer, social media, and her website Science Integrity Digest. 

She has also contacted hundreds of editorial boards of journals to report on errors or potential 

scientific fraud. Nature credited Dr. Bik as the “public face of image sleuthing” [1] and her work 

has been awarded the 2021 Peter Wildy Prize Lecture from the UK Microbiology Society. 

 

Dr. Bik’s work is instrumental to ethical, sound, and reproducible research, but it also 

introduces her to personal risk as a whistleblower. In one case, she identified image 

duplication and potential ethical issues in 62 published articles from Prof. Didier Raoult and 

his institute some of which have also been echoed in published scientific communication 

[2,3,4]. For several months, Prof. Raoult and some other members of his institute have 

responded by insulting her on national television, disclosing her personal address on social 

media, and threatening legal action for harassment and defamation. Prof. Raoult and his 

team’s behaviour toward Dr. Bik and others have been pointed out by many international 

media outlets such as Times Higher Education or Scientific American. This strategy of 

harassment and threats creates a chilling effect for whistleblowers and for scholarly criticism 

more generally [5,6,7]. Scholarly criticism, particularly on issues of research integrity, is fraught 

with challenges. This makes it particularly important to maintain focus on addressing such 

critique with scientific evidence and not attacks on people's appearance, character, or person.  
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The authors and the co-signatories of this open letter are scientists dedicated to transparency 

and integrity of research. We support the work needed to investigate potential errors and 

possible misconduct and believe the scientific community can do more to protect 

whistleblowers against harassment and threats. Individual researchers can provide vocal 

support for whistleblowers and against harassment to shift norms. Journals, funders, 

policymakers, and institutions can make explicit policies that protect whistleblowers and 

establish fair, judicious, and transparent processes for addressing potential misconduct that 

protect all participants. With this letter, we show our support for post-publication peer-review, 

to Elisabeth Bik and her work, and to all the whistleblowers that help maintain quality, honesty, 

integrity and trustworthiness of scientific advances. 
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